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International English Language Testing System

The International English Language Testing System or IELTS /‘arelts/, is an international
standardized test of English language proficiency for non-native English language speakers. It
is jointly managed by the British Council, IDP: IELTS Awustralia and Cambridge English
Language Assessment, and was established in 1989. IELTS is one of the major English-
language tests in the world, others being the TOEFL, TOEIC, PTE:A and OPI/OPIc.

IELTS is accepted by most Australian, British, Canadian and New Zealand academic
institutions, by over 3,000 academic institutions in the United States, and by various
professional organizations across the world.

IELTS is the only Secure English Language Test approved by UK Visas and Immigration
(UKVI) for visa customers applying both outside and inside the UK. It is also a requirement
for immigration to Australia and New Zealand. In Canada, IELTS, TEF, or CELPIP are
accepted by the immigration authority.

No minimum score is required to pass the test. An IELTS result or Test Report Form s issued
to all test takers with a score from "band 1" ("non-user™) to "band 9" (“expert user”) and each
institution sets a different threshold. There is also a "band 0" score for those who did not attempt
the test. Institutions are advised not to consider a report older than two years to be valid, unless
the user proves that they have worked to maintain their level.

In 2016, 3 million tests were taken in more than 140 countries, up from 2 million tests in 2012,
1.7 million tests n 2011 and 1.4 million tests n 2009. In 2007, IELTS administered more than
one million tests in asingle 12-month period for the first time ever, making it the world's most
popular English language test for higher education and immigration.
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Test of English as a Foreign Language

Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL /‘toufsll TOH-f2/) is a standardized test to
measure the English language ability of non-native speakers wishing to enroll in English-
speaking universities. The test is accepted by many English-speaking academic and
professional institutions. TOEFL is one of the two major English-language tests in the world,
the other being the IELTS.

TOEFL is a trademark of the Educational Testing Service (ETS), a private non-profit
organization, which designs and administers the tests. ETS issues official score reports, sent
independently to institutions, for two years following the test.
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TOLIMO

Test of Language by the Iranian Measurement Organization (TOLIMO) is a standard test to
measure the English language level of proficiency of the non-native speakers wishing to
continue higher education in Iranian universities. The test is accepted by many academic and
professional institutions in Iran, especially for those who enroll PhD programs. TOLIMO is
one of the two major English-language tests in Iran. The other one is MSRT, also known as
MCHE. TOLIMO is held monthly by the NOET, Sazman-Sanjesh, an organization for the
educational measurement and evaluation purposes for student's entrance to universities in Iran.

The TOLIMO score varies between 310 and 677. Higher than 600 is considered as excellent,
520-599 is good, 480-519 is average. Lower than 479 is supposed as weak. The exam has a
writing section that is evaluated separately. The score is between 1 and 6.
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